
Painting pictures with words

Eugene von Guérard (1811–1901) skilfully used fine 
brushstrokes and visual elements, such as colour, 
line and shape, to create landscape paintings with 
incredible detail, precision and atmosphere.

	 · �Identify a landscape painting by von Guérard 
that interests you.

	 · �Describe the view in this work to a friend who 
cannot see the painting. Instead of using the 
painter’s tools of paint, colour, line and shape, 
describe the experience of the landscape in 
front of you, using rich descriptive language. 
Your description should try to evoke feeling 
and atmosphere, as well as the physical 
features of the view.

	 · �With your partner, compare and contrast  
the experience offered by each of these  
ways of ‘seeing’ the landscape.
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Eugene von Guérard / Tower Hill 1855 / Gift of Mrs E Thornton, 1966 / On loan from the Department of Sustainability and Environment / Collection: Warrnambool Art Gallery, Victoria 



Imagining a new land

Weatherboard Creek Falls, Jamieson’s Valley, 
New South Wales 1862 was purchased in 1862 
by Frederick Dalgety, one of von Guérard’s most 
important patrons. Dalgety showed this painting  
at the Royal Academy in London in 1865.

	 · �Imagine you had never visited Australia and 
this painting was all that you knew about this 
‘new’ country. 

	 · �What ideas about Australia would you  
have from the way von Guérard has  
depicted the landscape?

Eugene von Guérard / Weatherboard Creek Falls, Jamieson’s Valley, New South Wales 1862 / Purchased through The Art Foundation of Victoria with the assistance of the ANZ Banking Group Limited, Honorary Life Benefactor, 1989 /  
Collection: National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne



Whose perspective?

Tell the story of the journey to Mount Kosciuszko 
taken by Georg von Neumayer and his companions 
from the perspective of one of the participants 
or another person of the period, such as a family 
member, scientist or journalist.

	 · �Research the journey by observing von 
Guérard’s works and/or reading excerpts 
from the writings of von Neumayer, or other 
historical accounts.

	 · �In telling the story, consider what might be 
unique about the perspective you are taking 
and how this will influence the genre of writing 
(i.e. report, poem, diary entry), as well as what 
you include in the story, how the story is told  
and for whom it is told.

	 · �Use rich, descriptive language to engage  
the viewer in the story of the expedition.

Eugene von Guérard / Mount Kosciusko, seen from the Victorian border (Mount Hope Ranges) 1866 / Purchased, 1870 / Collection: National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne 



Art and science 

Alexander von Humboldt was an influential 
German scientist and explorer who believed  
that scientific inquiry was an important aspect  
of an artist’s work, and that artists could visualise 
information about aspects of the environment 
that scientists could not.

	 · �Research Humboldt and explain in your own 
words the significance of his work and ideas.

	 · �Identify and discuss a work by Eugene  
von Guérard that you believe reflects 
Humboldt’s ideas.

Building on the landscape tradition 

Von Guérard’s work can be seen as building  
on a tradition of landscape painting. The work  
of the great seventeenth-century landscape 
artists — including those who worked in Italy, 
such as Claude Lorrain (c.1604–82), Nicolas 
Poussin (1594–1665) and Salvator Rosa  
(1615–73), and artists of the Dutch school,  
such as Salomon van Ruysdael (c.1602–70)  
and Jacob van Ruisdael (1628–82) — provided 
strong foundations for this tradition.

	 · �Investigate the work of these earlier 
landscape artists. View the work of these 
artists in the collection of the National  
Gallery of Victoria by visiting the website:  
http://www.ngv.vic.gov.au/explore

	 · �Choose one of these artists and one  
of their paintings that interests you.

	 · �Compare and contrast this painting with 
a painting by von Guérard, discussing 
similarities and differences in subject  
matter, composition and technique.

	 · �Suggest reasons for the similarities  
and differences that you find between  
the two works.
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